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Law

Enforcement

Officers
and
Prescription Drug Abuse

Law enforcement officers could be the first on the scene when someone calls 911 either to report cases of prescription drug abuse or when someone is experiencing overdose symptoms. Remember:
· Teens are abusing prescription drugs, and the problem is larger than anyone, including law enforcement officers, may believe. New users of prescription drugs have caught up with new users of marijuana, and next to marijuana the most common illegal drugs teens are abusing are prescription medications.

· Take teen prescription drug abuse seriously ─ you could be saving a life and future generations:

· When you encounter a case, fill out the paperwork.

· Spend time with the teen and his/her family.

· Refer the family to appropriate healthcare providers.

· Use this intervention to provide “wake-up calls” to young abusers in your community.

· Pass on the message to parents, grandparents and adult caregivers to:

· Use medications only as directed. It’s illegal and punishable by law to share medications.

· Store or lock up medications in a safe place.

· Keep track of medicine quantities. 

· Discard medicines properly when they are no longer needed.
· Pass the message on to teens and young adults that:

· Prescription drug abuse is just as dangerous as illicit drug abuse.

· Using prescription medicines without a valid prescription is illegal.

· Go to trusted adults if someone you know is abusing prescription drugs.
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